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distinctions, according to the opinion their cohabitants con-
ceived of them, I have with very much care, and depth of
meditation, thought fit to erect a Chamber of Fame, and es-
tablished certain rules, which are to be observed in admit-
ting members into this illustrious society. In this Chamber
of Fame there are to be three tables, but of different
lengths; the first is to contain exactly twelve persons; the
second, twenty; the third, an hundred. This is reckoned
to be the full number of those who have any competent
share of fame. At the first of these tables are to be placed
in their order the twelve most famous persons in the world,
not with regard to the things they are famous for, but ac-
cording to the degree of their fame, whether in valour, wit,
or learning. Thus if a scholar be more famous than a
soldier, he is to sit above him. Neither must any preference
be given to virtue, if the person be not equally famous.
When the first table is filled, the next in renown must be
seated at the second, and so on in like manner to the num-
ber of twenty; as also in the same order at the third, which
is to hold an hundred. At these tables no regard is to be
had to seniority: for if Julius Caesar shall be judged more
famous than Romulus and Scipio, he must have the prece-
dence. No person who has not been dead an hundred
years, must be offered to a place at any of these tables : and
because this is altogether a lay society, and that sacred
persons move upon greater motives than that of fame, no
persons celebrated in Holy Writ, or any ecclesiastical men
whatsoever, are to be introduced here.

At the lower end of the room is to be a side-table for
persons of great fame, but dubious existence, such as Her-
cules, Theseus, ^Eneas, Achilles, Hector, and others. But
because it is apprehended, that there may be great conten-
tion about precedence, the proposer humbly desires the
opinion of the learned towards his assistance in placing every
person according to his rank, that none may have just occa-
sion of offence.

The merits of the cause shall be judged by plurality of
voi<>es.

For the more impartial execution of this important affair,
it is desired, that no man will offer his favourite hero, scholar,
or poet; and that the learned will be pleased to send to Mr.